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‘Ageing in Place Standard Tool - Project Purpose

The purpose of the study is to involve members of the public and key
stakeholders in identifying the need and potential for a useful, freely
accessible and user-friendly standardised tool that would allow
stakeholders to assess (both quantitively and qualitatively) factors that
relate to ‘Ageing in Place’ (AiP). Principally around neighbourhood design.

Such a standard tool could be of potential benefit to planners, policy-
makers, designers, third-sector partners (e.g., age-related charities) and
communities themselves. The outcomes of this study will be used to
support a more substantial national or international grant application that
will carry the research to the next level.
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Scottish Place Standard Tool: a recognised “simple
framework to structure conversations about place”
(The Place Standard tool is a way of assessing places. |
Our Place

We are particularly interested in the physical, spatial
and environmental factors of ‘ageing in place’ to help
with the design of age-friendly places.

Image credit: Our Place website
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https://www.ourplace.scot/tool
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Scottish Place Standard Tool has been re-iterated and
updated over time to include a series of versions and
lenses.

Children & Young People version/ Design version
Climate Lens/ Air Quality Lens

If the climate emergency and the ageing society are
two of the greatest challenges of our age then ‘Why
not an Ageing in Place Standard Tool?’

Image credit: Our Place website
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PS Children’s Version
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https://www.ads.org.uk/resource/town-centre-living-ten-principles-caring-place



https://www.ads.org.uk/resource/town-centre-living-ten-principles-caring-place
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Who is Involved?

e ESALA: lain Scott, Catharine Ward-Thompson

 Advanced Care Research Centre ACRC (Edinburgh): Sue Lewis, Nusa Faric
 Newcastle University: Kate Gibson

* Heriot Watt University: Ryan Woolrych

e ACRC PPIE Network: Paul Kelly, Bryan Woodrow

e ACRC Academy: Jack Robertson

e CAHSS Researcher: Ewajesu Okewumi
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Evidence Gap

What exists:

1. World Health Organisation (WHQO) Age Friendly Cities Framework (2007)

2. Scottish Government — Place Standard Tool versions (2015/ 2021)

3. The Hague Univ. — Age-Friendly Cities & Communities Questionnaire (2020-present)

4. Centre for Ageing Better- Age Friendly Handbook & Mapping Tool. (2025)

5. Stirling University-Environments for Ageing & Dementia Design Assessment Tool:

EADDAT (2022)

Open University- Van Hoof et al. ‘Ten Questions concerning Age-Friendly Cities,

Communities & Built Environment (2022)

7. Heriot-Watt University- Woolrych et al. ‘Developing Climate Resilient Age-Friendly Cities
and Communities: A Place-based Approach’ (2024)
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Project Methods

1. Assess Team existing knowledge around issues of ‘Ageing in Place’
to see how our papers and publications ‘sat within’ existing ‘Place
Standard’ domains.

2. Conduct Workshops with members of the public in 3 separate
communities including urban and rural places. (Edinburgh,
Haddington, Newcastle). Workshops included ‘Place Standard’
assessment exercise & discussion around using the tool, followed
by focus group around issues of ‘ageing in place’. Including climate
change and new digital technologies.

3. Conduct Stakeholder Interviews with key individuals from
different place-making sectors.

4. Project Report.

Image credit: lain Scott
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Key Findings

Existing Place Standard Tool (PST)

e Extremely useful for structuring conversations between designers, planners and
communities.

e 14 domains onerous to complete and analyse results. Some domains more relevant than
others to AiP.

What could be inflected more in the PST for older people?

e Accessibility to health services (e.g primary care, pharmacy, opticians etc).

e Affordability and agency of home adaptations.

* Assessing the strength/security and accessibility of social support networks.

Digital Technologies

* Reliance on friends/family connections to gain digital competency.

e Concern over digital citizenship. Digital systems of access to spaces and services.

Climate Change

* Risks to the home from climate events.

e Accessing health services in extreme weather.

e Stakeholders expressed little work has been done by policymakers to prepare older adults
for impacts of global warming. Communities and climate resilience.
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™ Next Steps

e |dentify options for full project funding
e Develop and submit a funding application, with stakeholder and PPIE
input, and commitments to support from stakeholders.

* |n discussions with Public Health Scotland over the creation of a
standardised and freely accessible tool for assessing ‘Ageing in Place’
independent of the existing PS suite.
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A+DS - Ten Principles of a Caring Place in Action Image credit_ A&DS

Next Steps
Discussions with
Architecture & Design
Scotland for
accompanying ‘design
sector’ guidance on the
design and delivery of
age-friendly places
including relevant
international
exemplars.

Architecture &
Design Scotland

Ailtearachd is Dealbhadh na h-Alba
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