Your favourite park is not my favourite park
A participatory geographic information system approach to improve
urban green and blue spaces: a case study in Edinburgh, Scotland
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Introduction:

Access to urban green and blue spaces (UGBS) has been associated with positive effects on
health and wellbeing; however, the past decades have seen a decline in quality and user
satisfaction with UGBS. This reflects the mounting challenges that many UK cities face in A0
providing appropriate public facilities alongside issues such as health inequalities, an ageing AT
population, climate change, and loss of biodiversity. At present, little is known about the iy
preferences of different population subgroups and the UGBS they visit.

€ 4

Do you ever visit any parks or open spaces’

® Yod

H you answered No why do you not visit any parks or open
spaces’ (Please tick as many 23 2ppropriate)

Ot -
. \” .
M there are any other reasons why you do not visit paris and 3 ’. : g = !
open pXes, please describe these reasons in the space g 2 Iz = i
PINIDRC. et duoBethesiretomiatemecs . o/ T NS 000000000 T = | L 2 ¢ S W © Female @ Male
3/7 : v y ¢
Places and activities in Edinburgh's green ° [+
and blue spaces - |
F pica anC
pe I her -
th fthel yO vabets bef ! . "-: T Wl
- ’ (‘”' be k o Rrecn D L]
5 enort NE A N wn | /
Py« st and fc - A ¢
T » la-nb‘,-qn.
Finall 4 dp )
The place you live @ 2t 4
Please mark the location of the green or blue spaces (up 9
to 5) you visit most often
Please mark any green of blue spaces (Up to 5) that you 0 -ia - . By iine Vayhess
avold visiting . .
6/7 Q

Methods:

Using Maptionnaire as a primary tool for public participation, the overall aim of the research
presented here was to use a map-based participatory approach as a community engagement
tool, to investigate the preferences of different population subgroups in urban areas, and the
UGBS they visit.
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G)nclusion: \

The Maptionnaire approach was successfully used as the primary tool for obtaining
information through a public participation process. A solution to accommodate the
variation in individuals” preferences for UGBS could be to section parks into smaller
defined areas, targeted towards different types of visitors, preceded by targeted action to
engage local residents, encouraging them to actively participate in their local community,
place- making, and development of local UGBS areas.

There is a need for gender-focused UGBS research to minimise gender-related barriers.
Mixed perceptions of UGBS, both positive and negative, suggest the presence of

@tested spaces in Edinburgh. /
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